
 

 
 

The Faculty of Chemistry, Department of Chemical Biology, Jun.-Prof. Dr. Olalla Vázquez, we offer for a period 

of three years apart-time position (65% of regular working hours) as 

Research Assistant 

(PhD Student) 

The starting date is the 01.01.2019. Salary and benefits are according to a public service position in Germany 

(TV-H), pay scale E 13. 

Tasks include scientific services in research and teaching as well as the handling of a particular research project 

in the workgroup of Jun.-Prof. Dr. Olalla Vázquez. The project includes the synthesis and study of peptidomimet-

ics for modulating the function of epigenetic protein complexes. Vázquez group is interested in the design of 

innovative chemical tools to complement traditional biochemical approaches by the use of organic chemistry for 

the study of fundamental biological problems at the interface of chemistry and biology. The selected candidate 

will join a young group and will have the opportunity of participating in the development of novel approaches for 

unravelling molecular epigenetic mechanisms with potential therapeutic applications. The project will involve 

collaborations and it is related to the SFB/TRR81: Chromatin Changes in Differentiation and Malignancies 

The position is limited to a time period deemed adequate for the completion of the desired qualification. As part 

of the assigned duties, there will be ample opportunity to conduct the independent scientific research necessary 

for the completion of the scientific qualification. The limitation complies to § 2, 1 WissZeitVG. 

The candidate must hold a master (or equivalent) degree in chemistry, biochemistry or pharmacy with a strong 

background in peptide synthesis and organic synthesis. In particular, experience with amino acid synthesis, bio-

conjugation, HPLC chromatography, cloning, protein expression and purification, cell-culture are desirable. Fur-

thermore, deep knowledge in the field of protein-protein interactions and epigenetics is of advantage. The can-

didate should also be interested in learning biological methodologies. Our interdisciplinary and international 

group has a strong team spirit, which will also be expected from the candidate. 

The faculty of Chemistry at the Philipps-Universität Marburg is supported by modern infrastructures and facilities 

within a new building that has just been inaugurated in August 2014. These facilities provide all standard tech-

niques required by the project: NMR, mass spectrometry department, and MALDI, as well as fully-equipped bio-

chemical laboratories for protein expression/purification and cell-based assays. Furthermore, there are other 

important instruments available in the group: peptide synthesizer, plate readers, circular dichroism spectrome-

ter, X-ray diffractometers, confocal microscope and isothermal titration calorimeter.  

We actively support the professional development of junior researchers, e.g. by the offers of Marburg Research 

Academy (MARA), the International Office, the Higher Education Didactics Office and the Human Resources De-

velopment Office. 

We support women and particularly invite them to apply. In areas in which women are un-derrepresented, wom-

en will be preferred in case of equal qualifications. Applicants with children are welcome - the Philipps-

Universität is certified as a family-friendly university. A reduction of working hours is possible. Applicants with a 

disability as described in SGB IX (§2 Abs. 2, 3) will be preferred in case of equal qualifications. Application and 

interview costs cannot be refunded. 

 

Please send your application in English (including a project-specific motivation letter, copies of relevant 

diplomas, curriculum vitae and contact details of two potential referees) mentioning registration number 

fb15-0031-wmz-2018. The application should be submitted electronically as a single pdf-file to 

vazquezv@staff.uni-marburg.de. Deadline is 5th of October 2018. 
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