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The year 2021 marks the 35th Anniversary of Energy &
Fuels. As part of the celebration activities, Energy & Fuels

has established an annual recognition of Pioneers in Energy
Research (PIERs) to honor distinguished researchers who
made significant fundamental contributions in their respective
fields of energy research. In addition to achieving break-
throughs in scientific frontiers, these PIERs think outside the
box, pursue effective collaboration with peers, and actively
mentor young researchers in the field. They are widely
recognized as not only the most influential researchers as a
result of pioneering research but also role models in the field.
For each PIER, Energy & Fuels has also assembled a dedicated
special issue (SI) that features invited research articles
contributed by some reputed researchers in the related energy
research areas to celebrate the achievement of the PIER. In
addition, we asked PIERs to share their research journey,
aiming to collect their wisdom and expert advice for fellow
researchers (Q&A).
Energy & Fuels is honored to announce the following three

inaugural 2021 PIERs:

• Professor Javier Bilbao, University of Basque Country, as
the PIER in the field of bioenergy, biofuels, and
biorefinery for his outstanding contribution to the area
of biomass and waste conversion. For further informa-
tion, please see the editorial (10.1021/acs.energy-
fuels.1c03309)1 of “2021 Pioneers in Energy Research:
Javier Bilbao” SI and Q&A with Professor Javier Bilbao
(10.1021/acs.energyfuels.1c03287).2

• Professor Alan Marshall, Florida State University, as the
PIER in the field of fossil fuels for his outstanding
contribution to the area of petroleum research. For
further information, please see the editorial (10.1021/
acs.energyfuels.1c03285)3 of “2021 Pioneers in Energy
Research: Alan Marshall” SI and Q&A with Professor
Alan Marshall (10.1021/acs.energyfuels.1c03288).4

• Professor Vivian Yam, The University of Hong Kong, as
the PIER in the field of solar energy and conversion of
light for her outstanding contribution to the area of
novel excited states for organic light-emitting materials/
devices and solar energy conversion. For further
information, please see the editorial (10.1021/acs.ener-
gyfuels.1c03286)5 of “2021 Pioneers in Energy Re-
search: Vivian Yam” SI and Q&A with Professor Vivian
Yam (10.1021/acs.energyfuels.1c03289).6

We trust our readers will benefit from the invited research
articles published in these PIER SIs and find inspirations in the
Q&As with PIERs. Again, we extend our warmest congrat-
ulations to Professors Bilbao, Marshall, and Yam for their

indispensable and transformational contributions to energy
research and celebrate their outstanding achievements!

Hongwei Wu, Editor-in-Chief orcid.org/0000-0002-2816-
749X

■ AUTHOR INFORMATION
Complete contact information is available at:
https://pubs.acs.org/10.1021/acs.energyfuels.1c03260

Notes
Views expressed in this editorial are those of the author and
not necessarily the views of the ACS.
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